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HIGHLIGTHS
From 18th to 20th of May 

2016, the 7th Edition of the 
Young Researchers in Life 
Sciences (YRLS) Conference 
took place inside the walls 
of Institute Pasteur, Paris. 

The conference was organized 
by a team of motivated and 
creative young researchers, 
part of the YRLS Federation.  

From one year to another, 
conference commitment remains 
the same, but YRLS is becoming 
more and more renowned 
due to the high standard.   

From Young Researchers to 
Young Researchers.

For young researchers, the YRLS 
conference represents a unique 
environment where they can share 
experiences with peers, open new 
doors for their projects as well 
as improve their career choice. 

YRLS challenge & aim... 

We are committed to present  
attendees a relevant and coherent 
scientific program in a casual and 
dynamic environment. 

We aim at promoting young 
researchers works and divulgate 
outstanding findings in life 
sciences. 

Being part of YRLS is for us a 
very challenging yet exciting 
experience, and we hope that year 
after year a new generation of 
young researchers in life sciences 
will enjoy as much as we did.

2016

3 Activity report - YRLS 2016 |



4 | Activity report - YRLS 2016

YRLS brings together PhD and post-docs from the listed associations. We work in 4 different teams with 
dedicated tasks supervised by the board. 

DESIGN TEAM
We develop a communication plan and accordingly set up the 
proper media (website, abstract book, poster, activity report and 
related documents).

HOSPITALITY TEAM
We organize social and cultural events. We also ensure 
housing for participants and coordinate the conference 
suppliers

PROGRAM TEAM
We handle the set up of the conference scientific program, 
from the daily schedule to dealing with the participants 
abstracts and contact the attendees.

OFFICIALS  TEAM
We select and handle keynote lecturers for opening/ 
closing speeches, plenary sessions and recruite the jury 
members for abstracts, oral and poster presentations 
evaluation. We also organize workshops and roundtables. 

PresidentTreasurer Secretary

Vice
secretary

Vice
president

BOARD
We coordinate teams and synergize the 

workforce.

YRLS was created 7 years ago by 3 young researchers associations : ADIC (Institut Curie), SPIBens 
(ENS Paris) and DiDocs (Paris Diderot). The increasing popularity brought many other associations to 
join the organizing team such as Les cartésiens (Paris Descartes), ADIT (Paris-Sud), AMPS (French 
association of MD and Pharmacy PhD) and Stapa (Institut Pasteur)

ORGANIZING COMITEE
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YEAR 2016 WAS ...

As we greatly value and promote international exchanges, 10 travel grants were given to foreign 
participants based on the quality of the submitted abstract.
For 2016, the travel grants were awarded to 10 students :

CATEGORY COUNTRY

Priya HARI
United	  
Kingdom

Sanchari SIRCAR India
Philippe BUN Germany

Leandro LO	  CASCIO
United	  
Kingdom

Chiara CIPRIANI Italy	  

PARTICIPANT

TA
LK

S

CATEGORY COUNTRY
Ilaria BUCCI Italy	  

Alice SHERRARD
United	  
Kingdom

Maria QATATO Germany
Svetlana KONNOVA Russia
Alexandra	  
Larisa CONDURAT Germany

PO
ST
ER
S

PARTICIPANT

In addition, a couch surfing system was set up to bring together out-of-town guests with Parisian hosts. 
Both guests and hosts have enjoyed the experience of meeting, exchanging and sharing with young 
researchers from different backgrounds.

201 participants
85% from France
15% from abroad

The  participants  had the chance 
to attend  36  talks  during  
nine scientific sessions,  from  
Cellular and molecular Biology 
to Ecology and Evolution. 
Informal exchanges over 159 
posters grouped into three 
sessions fostered numerous 
interactions through exceptional 
participation.



The YRLS conference had the honor to welcome Pr. Buzz Baum from 
University College London as a keynote speaker. Pr. Buzz Baum gave a 
visionary lecture focusing on the physical processes which shapes living 
tissues and the evolution of eukaryotic cells. His views about how to support 
emerging hypothesis with modelisation were inspiring for the whole audience 
from young students to jury members who were keen to attend his lecture. He 
encouraged young researchers to challenge established dogma and create 
long lasting collaborations early in their carrier, opening the way to fruitful 
exchanges after the lecture.

A new session dedicated to Evolution was included 
in YRLS 2016 program. To highlight this initiative, 
a keynote lecture was given by Dr. Susana Coelho 
from Station Biologique de Roscoff / CNRS. She 
works on the evolution of reproductive systems. 
As expected from a young and already awarded 
group leader in the field, she inspired all of us. It 
was a big success among the participants who 
rated the talk very highly and suggested for coming 
editions « It would be great to keep up with at least 
one of the keynotes a bit into evolution ».
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TALKS AND POSTERS

The conference was opened by Fabrice Chrétien, head of 
the Research Unit of Human Histopathology and Animal 
Models and member of the executive committee of the 
Center of Translational Research at the Institut Pasteur. 
He recognized the importance of a congress like YRLS for 
scientific emulation and acknowledged us in achieving this 
goal. Alain Fischer, head of IMAGINE Institute and professor 
at College de France, closed the conference. He gave an 
inspiring talk on how to succeed in science, inciting us to 
pursue our carrier goals.



For the first time, the congress opened its doors to the public through an event called Scientific Speed 
Dating. Organized with the help of the association Le Cercle - Fondation Schlumberger pour l’Education 
et la Recherche (FSER), this event gave the opportunity to people from diverse backgrounds to talk 
with biologists in small groups. It was a great way for young researchers to communicate their work to a 
general audience. This new activity was very well rated by the participants.

“The scientific speed dating 
is to do again next year!” – 
and we certainly will keep it 
as a new YRLS tradition.
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78 senior scientists and researchers were invited to judge the talks and 
posters. A Jury’s Prize was then delivered for the best poster and best 
talk to Jérôme DERAZE (UPMC University) and Arthur CHARLES-
ORSZAG (USPC university – Pasteur Institute) respectively. To help 
them progress in their presentation skills for future conferences, 
speakers received their detailed grades upon request. This year, for 
the first time, we use an online grading system to collect and pool the 
public’s grades. The awarded best poster and talk from the public’s 
choice were Camille TACOLLA (USPC university – SANOFI) and Cyril 
DEGLETAGNE (Alfred Wegener Institute).

BEST TALK - JURY
Arthur CHARLES-ORSZAG
(USPC university – Pasteur Institute)

BEST POSTER - JURY
Jérôme DERAZE
(UPMC University)

BEST POSTER - PUBLIC
Camille TACOLLA

(USPC university – SANOFI) 

BEST TALK - PUBLIC
Cyril DEGLETAGNE
(Alfred Wegener Institute).

PRIZES

SCIENTIFIC SPEED DATING AT YRLS 2016



A Round Table discussion about Communicating and Popularizing 
Science was also organized. We were very pleased to welcome Dr 
Renaud Huynh, director of the Curie Museum, Dr Cathy Oualian, 
director of Paris-Montagne, Dr Elodie Chabrol, director of Pint 
of Science France and Dr Ana Rita Furtado, project manager at 
Native Scientist. They presented different carrier paths in the field of 
popularizing science and discussed the importance and challenges 
of communicating science with a non-scientific audience. 

The workshop on “3D bio-printing and tissue bio-engineering” was 
held by Pr Dominique Franco, chair of the Association CellSpace. 
He made an interactive presentation in front of twenty young 
researchers, talking about engineering of stem cells, matrix and 
scaffold development, in silico modeling, micro-patterning and bio-
printing.

A closing cocktail was held to allow 
participants to seal their new scientific 
friendships and leave the conference 
with the positive idea that science and 
professional networks can be discussed 
and built in a dynamic and unformal tone.

At YRLS, we believe that human connections and collaborative 
thinking allow science to evolve. That is why we offer our participants 
a mix of social and cultural activities.
For the cultural event, participants were taken to the National Museum 
of Natural History to visit La Grande Galerie de l’Évolution, Le Jardin 
des Plantes and finally stop by the salon de thé of la Grande Mosquée 
de Paris. 
The social event was held at the Demory Paris. A small brewery in 
the heart of Marais – the most unchanged historical district of Paris.
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ROUND TABLE

WORKSHOP

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES



97%

Participants would 
recommend the 

YRLS conference

94%

Participants would 
be happy to 
participate again

Participants rated the scientific 
level of the conference as good 

and 13% as excellent

87%

The success of YRLS relies on our close affinity with our audience. We continuously improve the conference 
thanks to their feedback. Also this year we were able to meet the expectations of the participants :

Program grading by the participants :
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SATISFACTION SURVEY

4,6

4,4

4,4

4,4

4,7

Scientific speed dating

Round table

Workshop

Dr. Susana Coelho lecture

Dr. Buzz Baum lecture

1 2 3 4Poor Excellent

Young and fresh science, teamwork, dynamism, fundraising, challenges and creativity, these are words 
one can associate with the Young Researchers in Life Sciences conference. YRLS represents to us - 
young researchers - a formidable occasion, where we can share experiences, evolve our network, and 
finally enrich our personal projects with new possibilities.

Furthermore, the conference represents both an excellent opportunity to our institutional partners to 
create new collaborations and to our private partners to promote their innovations.

For these and many other reasons the YRLS stands as a very special conference and we thank all the 
participants and all partners that helped us making the 7th edition of the YRLS a very successful one !

On behalf of the YRLS Federation 

FINAL WORD
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MANY THANKS TO

The organization of a conference like the YRLS requires well-coordinated teamwork. Its success 
does not only rely on its main actors – the Young Researchers – but also on many other people 
and institutions who agreed to join us in this adventure and whose financial support was essential 
for the success of our 7th edition. As transparency is a very important subject for our federation, 
a detailed list of our 2016 funding sources and budget – which represents also the expected 
budget for 2017 – can be found to follow:

PRIVATE PARTNERS

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS FOUNDATION

Institut Curie, the Compagny of Biologist, Institut Pasteur, OZ Biosciences, 
bio-techne, Collège de France, tebu-bio, Dako, Worlwide cancer research, 
Mahery-Nagel, Abcam, PromoCell, Ugo Basille, UBENS, BNP Paribas, 
Société Française de génétique, CFSER, Labex DC BIO, Labex Phybio
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BUDGET

Expenses Income
Advertisement 3 077,83
Adobe license, web hosting services, website template etc 277,83
Abstract books SPONSORED
Goodies (lanyards, T-shirts, bags...) 2 800,00
Foods & Drinks (for 200 Participants) 29 396,96
6 coffee breaks 2 970,00
3 lunches 13 662,00
Wine and cheese 2 257,41
Caterer employees costs 2 128,50
Drinks 2 528,01
Closing cocktail 5 851,04
Keynotes and invited guests 1 562,00
Keynotes (hotel, transport and meals) 1 000,00
Invited guests (opening and closing speeches, judges …) 562,00
Prizes 1 491,96
Best Talk (Judges and Public) 1 000,00
Best Poster (Judges and Public) 491,96
Travel Grants 3 000,00
5 Travel grants for Talk participants 1 500,00
5 Travel grants for Poster participants 1 500,00
Administrative fees 312,09
Hosting Institute fees 5 616,00
Pasteur conference center and reception desk staff 2 256,00
Conference room services 2 880,00
Cleaning fees 480,00
Conference room rent SPONSORED
Financing
Registration fees 12 000,00
Sponsors 10 000,00
Company of Biologists Grant 3 735,00
World Wide Cancer Research Grant 1 226,00
Institutions (Pasteur, Curie, ENS, Societies, Labex Team’ support) 17 500,00
TOTAL 44 456,84 44 461,00



Follow us on

YOUNG RESEARCHERS IN LIFE SCIENCE yrls.fr


